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Introduction

Today, on behalf of all the sons, I would like to salute all the women of God in this house. We appreciate you as a gift of grace to the Church and the World. Pray you are celebrated today and every day. The reason the world sets this month aside, is largely because women were undermined, overlooked and abused. Of course, they blamed it on Patriarchy. But Patriarchy in Scripture is a representation of the Father on the earth!

When God created humanity, He made them both male and female. The Father blessed them and commissioned them as stewards over all of Creation. When Adam saw his wife for the first time, he called her, ‘flesh of my flesh and bone of my bone.’ Why? They were one and equal. Subsequent to the fall, Adam named her Eve which means ‘mother of all living.’ Her role as mother was domesticated to the family. That role was to usher in the ‘seed of woman who will bruise the head of serpent.’ Unfortunately, the world has used her role as mother to limit and restrict her other gifts and skills.

In Christ, though, we are restored to the pre-fall design. That is to say, that men and women are equal before God, but they are functionally different. By their physical and mental construct, you can tell they serve different purposes. Honour teaches us to appraise people accurately and receive them accordingly. To dishonour and despise the identity and purpose of other is to defy the Creator.

In my study of Women of the Bible and those I encountered in the life; I observed that Grace & Grit is a lethal combination. While we might think of Grace as soft, genteel and elegant, we would not usually associate it with being rugged, gutsy, and hardy. Yet I found that it is this combination of Grace & Grit in men and women that made a remarkable difference in their world! I think of Hagar = flight – because she is on the run. Exiled from the comforts, provisions and protection of Abraham she in the wilderness with child – Ishmael. But she encounters the Lord who sees her – El Roi! She endures to become the mother of many nations till today. A woman of Grace & Grit! We can talk of Tamar = the Date Palm tree known for its resilient root systems. In a parched desert it draws water from sub-terranean reservoirs. Both her husbands are killed by God for their wickedness and she is without child. She pushes against all odds to become an ancestor of Christ. When we encounter Grace, like Stephen did, we can be stoned to death but not feel its pain, resentment and bitterness.

But today I thought we can look into the life and times of Mary, the mother of Jesus whom I believe is definitely a woman of Grace and Grit. A soft and tender heart towards God but a formidable force to reckon with in this world. 

1. Mary is a Peasant from Nazareth

Life is stacked against her. She must start life on the back foot. We know that she is not a prominent woman with a silver spoon in her mouth by her own admission…Luke 1:46-48, ‘Mary responded, “Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 47 How my spirit rejoices in God my Savior! 48 For He took notice of his lowly servant girl (humble estate), and from now on all generations will call me blessed.’ [NLT]

She is from a poor peasant family plus she resides in the insignificant village of Nazareth. A double whammy! There was a stigma attached to this town and people looked down on them. Notice the sentiment by Nathaniel when he heard that Jesus was from Nazareth. John 1:45-46, ‘Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, “We have found the very person Moses and the prophets wrote about! His name is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 “Nazareth!” exclaimed Nathanael. “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” “Come and see for yourself,” Philip replied.’ [NLT]. 

When your reputation precedes you, you are either celebrated before people know you or written off by virtue of your history and lineage. To add to her woes…

2. Mary is with Child before Marriage

She was engaged and her husband-to-be is not the father! Can you imagine the gossip, slander and false conclusions? I am not surprised she spends 3 months away from home and with Aunt Elizabeth. Too many questions to answer, explanations to give, faces to avoid…Have you been there?

Joseph was a righteous man of noble character and wanted to protect Mary from public shame and social backlash. Matthew 1:19, ‘Joseph, to whom she was engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the engagement quietly.’ [NLT]. The one person whom she loved deeply, her support base, her future, was about to distance himself from her! That was LONELY…to say the least!

3. Mary’s Firstborn is sentenced to Death

Firstly, before he turns two, Herod fears that Christ would become the king of the Jews and displace him who was referred to by that title because he renovated Solomon’s Temple for the Jews. Mary on donkey with her baby travels some 100 kms to Egypt for safety until King Herod dies. How tough would you need to be to endure that rugged and brutal ride to a foreign country with no relatives and friends? Finally, at the age of 33 years and 6 months he is crucified because He claims to be Christ, the Son of God. Then she is with Jesus at every station en route to the cross. At the whipping post where his was furrowed by the cat of 9 tails; the via dolorosa carrying the heavy cross until fainting, to the nailing of the hands and feet. Which mother would want to endure such brutality?
Conclusion 

We cannot deny that May was a woman of unusual GRIT - Courage and Endurance through Struggle! How did she do that? I want to suggest it was GRACE! 

Firstly, notice how the Angel addresses her: Luke 1:26-28, ‘In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” The word ‘favoured’ is ‘khareetoo,’ from the Greek ‘charis’ which means Grace. The highly favoured one is the one who is Filled with Grace! When we are grace-filled you become grace-sufficient and not self-sufficient! Self is limited! Grace takes us beyond Self!

Secondly, the name ‘Mary’ itself communicates this paradox - opposites that co-exist as one. Soft and tender towards God and a force to be reckoned with in the world. Mariam from its Egyptian root means ‘Beloved’ and from Hebrew means ‘Bitter.’ We first encounter the name in Egypt in the person of a Hebrew girl who is sister to Moses. She is the beloved of the Lord that watches over Moses and connects Pharoah’s daughter to her mother, Jocobed. But in the wilderness, they encounter the bitter waters of Mara. 

Mary’s life is a paradox of the bitter gal of her circumstances which is equally matched with the sweetness of God’s grace! She became literally the first carrier of divine grace in the new covenant! What an honour! I will show you in another lesson how she was able to manipulate grace for kingdom purpose. 
